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Encountering Theology is a new evening class-based course which can be taken for credits building up to a Certificate or Diploma in Christian theology.  Each module carries 20 credits.  Study the six certificate modules (one per term) over two years to build up 120 credits for a Certificate; study six diploma modules over a further two years to obtain a Diploma.  Classes may be taken at Exeter (Amory Building, University of Exeter) or Truro (Diocesan House, Kenwyn). Certificate classes will also be offered at University College Plymouth St Mark and St John (subject to accreditation). These classes are on Tuesdays in terms 1 & 2. Students completing the BTh through Exeter University may study Level 3 versions of the Diploma modules.
MODULES AT CERTIFICATE LEVEL 2010-11
SWM 1712 - Introduction to Christian Doctrine I (Autumn term)
This, the first of a pair of modules in this field, will introduce students to the key doctrines of the Christian faith.  It offers a systematic examination which follows the structure of the Apostles’ Creed - thereby introducing students to the Church’s doctrines, and setting them within a historical and a theological context.  Additionally, students will be introduced to contemporary appropriations of Christian doctrines, and encouraged to engage critically with them in a world of diversity and pluralism.  
Evenings, 7-9pm, 6th, 13th, 20th Oct., 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th Nov.  1st, 8th Dec.  2010.

Week 1: 
Introduction to Christian doctrine - what is theology?  

Week 2: 
Knowing God - the sources of theology, anti- and non-realism

Week 3: 
Speaking of God 

Week 4: 
The doctrine of creation and salvation history

Week 5: 
The doctrine of human being 

Week 6: 
The doctrine of the Fall - Genesis 3 and sin

Week 7: 
Christology 1- Who is Christ? Incarnation, logos, second Adam

Week 8: 
Christology 2 - Why did Christ die? 
Week 9: 
Resurrection and ascension 

Study day, 10am-4pm, 13th Nov.  2010: Living with Diversity: the relation of Christianity to other faiths, and to faith in God.  
SWM 1722 - Introduction to Christian Doctrine II (Spring term)
This module will continue the process of introducing students to the key doctrines of the Christian faith. Students studying for credit must take 1712 before 1722. Christian Doctrine II continues the systematic examination of themes from the Apostles’ Creed, focussing on Spirit and Church, and also taking a look at that hardest of theological problems, the problem of suffering.
Evenings, 7-9pm, 12th, 19th, 26th Jan., 2nd, 9th, 16th Feb., 2nd, 9th, 16th Mar., 2011.

Week 1: 
The Holy Spirit in the Biblical witness 

Week 2: 
The Holy Spirit and Christian life 

Week 3: 
The Church as the communion of the Saints 

Week 4: 
The Church as the Body of Christ 

Week 5: 
Sacraments - baptism and Eucharist 

Week 6: 
The shape of Christian life 

Week 7: 
Providence 

Week 8: 
Eschatology 
Week 9: 
The Doctrine of the Trinity 

Study day, 10am-4pm, 5th Mar.  2011: The problem of evil and pastoral care 
SWM 1732 - Introduction to Christian Ethics (Summer term)
This module offers a basic introduction to the field of moral philosophy, and encourages students to think and learn about the distinctive character of Christian ethics.  Additionally, it engages with a variety of ethical issues in order to illustrate contemporary Christian responses to moral dilemmas.

Evenings, 27th Apr., 4th  11th, 18th, 25th May, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th June 2011.

Week 1:  
The Landscape of Moral Philosophy 

Week 2: 
Christianity and Christian ethics 

Week 3: 
The sources of Christian ethics 

Week 4:   
Christian ethics and the beginning of Life 
Week 5: 
Christian ethics and the end of life 
Week 6:
Christian ethics and warfare 

Week 7:
Christian ethics and economics 

Week 8: 
Criminal justice and Christian ethics 

Week 9: 
Christian ethics in perspective: being a Christian disciple today 
Study day, 10am-4pm, 18th June 2011: Living with tension among Christians, and with secular worlds - transgender issues, sexuality, dementia -personhood.

MODULES AT DIPLOMA LEVEL 2010-11

SWM 2722/3722 - Visible Words (Autumn term)
This module will explore the biblical roots and historical development of baptism and the Eucharist, and how contemporary thinking about sacraments has developed.  Further, it will explore the character, function and purpose of sacraments in terms of various theories of signs and symbols.

Evenings, 7-9pm, 5th, 12th, 19th Oct., 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th Nov., 7th Dec.  2010.

Week 1:   
Introduction to the Course

Week 2:   
Outlines for a Sacramental Theology 

Week 3:   
Baptism - Biblical survey: contesting practices

Week 4:   
Baptism & Confirmation - Doctrinal debates

Week 5:   
Eucharist - Biblical survey: contesting practices

Week 6:   
Eucharist - Doctrinal debates

Week 7:   
Ordering Ministry 

Week 8:   
Marriage

Week 9:   
Healing & Reconciling
Study Day, 6th Nov.  2010: Sacraments-in-Ordinary and/or  Sacraments-in-Mission

SWM 2732/3732 - Reading Galatians and 1 Corinthians (Spring term in Exeter; Summer term in Truro)
This module will explore core issues in Pauline thought through a detailed reading of two of his most important letters.  It will include exploration of the context of Paul’s writing, and its implications for wider Christian theological thought.

Evenings in Exeter, 7-9pm, 11th, 18th, 25th Jan., 1st, 8th, 15th Feb., 1st, 8th, 15th Mar., 2011.  Evenings in Truro 26th Apr., 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th May, 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th June 2011.
Week 1:  
Introduction to Paul
Week 2: 
Paul as a Jewish Christ-follower

Week 3:  
Paul’s understanding of the Law 
Week 4:  
Paul’s eschatology and the place of Israel

Week 5:  
Paul’s Christology and attitude towards the Roman empire.

Week 6:  
the social background to Pauline churches.  
Week 7:  
Paul’s teaching on the church, including women in the church.  
Week 8:  
Paul’s use of the Hebrew scriptures.

Week 9:  
Paul’s overall theology 

Study day, 10am-4pm, 12th Feb.  (Exeter) or 11th June (Truro) 2011: Paul’s ethics

SWM 2742/3742 - Reading the Festival Scrolls (Spring term in Truro; Summer term in Exeter)
This module aims to examine the critical and theological issues posed by these (mainly) short books of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, which are attached by Jewish tradition one to each major Festival: The Song of Solomon (read at Passover), Ruth (Pentecost), Lamentations (9th Av), Ecclesiastes (Sukkot) and Esther (Purim).  A distinctive feature of the module is the examination of whole books of Scripture rather than extracts.  This examination is then related to questions of living religiously in the 21st Century.

Evenings in Truro, 7-9pm, 11th, 18th, 25th Jan., 1st, 8th, 15th Feb., 1st, 8th, 15th Mar., 2011.
Evenings in Exeter 26th Apr., 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th May, 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th June 2011.

Week 1: 
   The place of these books in Judaism

Week 2 & 3: Song of Songs

Week 4 & 5: Ruth 

Week 6 & 7: Ecclesiastes
Week 8 & 9: Esther 

Study day, 10am-4pm, 12th Feb.  (Truro) or 11th June (Exeter) 2011: Lamentations

Costs are as follows: 

Towards the award of a Certificate £200 per term.

Towards the award of a Diploma or Degree £275 per term (a Certificate is a pre-requisite for study at Diploma level).

To sit in on the lecture programme (at any level) without being assessed £75 per term.

For further details, including registration forms and maps showing class locations, visit: www.swmtc.org.uk  or email academic@swmtc.org.uk
